wrote commentaries on 15 books,
namely: the Brahma-stitras
(Nyaya-prasthana or the rational
institute), 12 Upanishads (Sruti-
prasthana or spiritual institute),
Srimad Bhagavad-gita (Smrti-
prasthana or institute of tradition),
and Sanat Sujatiya. Of these, the
Brahma-sttras, Upanishads and
Gita are together named
Prasthana-TrayT.
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?ﬁo{ﬁ Sankaracharyah

came down to Uttarakasi and
Kedaranatha and joumeyed to
places like Kurukshetra,
Indraprastha, Vrindavana,
Mathura and Prayaga. At
Mzhishmati, on the northern bank
of river Narmada, Sankaracharya
won over Mandana MiSra, a
staunch ritualist, and accepted

him as one of his disciples. Later ?‘{Q

Misra came to be known as
Suredvaracharya.
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Sankaracharya
started on a tour of south-
e kingdoms. He passed through
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Nasik-Pafichavati, Pandharipuri,
Srisailam and Sringeri. At
SringerT, on the advice of
Sankaracharya, the famous
Sarada temple was constructed.
There Sankaracharya composed a
hymn in praise of Sarada Devi.

While he stayed at Sringerd, the
Acharya composed several more
books. They include Viveka
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Childamani, Aparokshanubhiiti,
Atma-bodha, Sarva-Vedanta-
sdra-sangraha, etc. At Sringeri he
inducted another famous disciple,
Totakacharya.

After a lapse of about 12 years,
Sankaracharya returned to Kalady
and met his mother, who passed
away shortly thereafter. In his
home village he composed the
famous songs Siva Bhujangam
and Vishpu Bhujangam.

‘&\36‘?] Sankaracharya
and his disciples
Jjourneyed to RameSvaram,

Sreerangam and Kancheepuram.

At Kanchi, he renovated the tem-

ples of Vishnu-Kanchi and Siva-

Kanchi.
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Venkatachalam
(Tirupati), Karnataka, Vidarbha,
Rajamahendry, Kalinga and the
famous temple of Jagannatha
Puri. At Pur? he reinstalled the
idol of Lord Jagannatha.

Thereafter the group traveled to
Prayaga and Kasi. At Kasi, the
Acharya composed the poem
Bhaja Govindam. The poem
advises foolish men to seek
Govinda instead of toiling for
sense-gratification.

’.afsi they proceeded to
Saurashtra. On the
way they stopped at Ujjayini

and worshipped Maha-kala. Their
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next stops were at Girnar,
Somanatha and Prabhasa. Moving
further, they went to Dvaraka and
Pushkar. Moving northward, they
reached Kashmir and spread the
Advaita philosophy there. Passing
through Takshasila, they traveled
to Jvalamulkht, Haridvara,
Ayodhya, Pataliputra, Nalanda
and Gaya. The Acharya then
visited Nepal to worship
Pashupatinatha. Finally he arrived
at Kedaranatha, where he went
into deep samadhi (left the mortal
world).

Throughout his life, Sankara-
charya was a perfect man, highly
competent and supremely effi-
cient. He established four muifs in
four comers of India. The eastern
muit was established at
Jagannatha Puri, the southern at
Sringeri, the western at Dwaraka,
and the northern mut at
Jyotirdham.

Through his Advaita philosophy,
Sankaracharya revived Hinduism.
He resurrected ancient India; he
re-awakened India's national
genius; he represented - and
continues to represent - the
dazzling, effulgent efflorescence
of Bharatavarsha. @

Om Namah Parvati Pate -
Hara Hara Mahadeva!

*The source for this write-up is
primarily the publications of
Chinmaya Mission, Bombay.



